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A HALLMARK OF A GREAT

PERSON IN THEIR GENEROSITY

HON. DON YOUNG
OF ALASKA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 15, 1999

Mr. YOUNG of Alaska. Mr. Speaker, today
we honor a truly great Alaskan: Mrs. Maxine
Whitney. Mrs. Whitney is a long time Fair-
banks, Alaska resident who, with her husband,
Jesse, and their construction companies,
helped develop and build the infrastructure of
modern day Alaska. While pursuing a very ac-
tive business life, Mrs. Whitney collected what
was reportedly the world’s largest private col-
lection of Native Alaskan art and artifacts. As
with many, her avocation became a vocation
and she purchased a small private museum.
Mrs. Whitney successfully ran the Eskimo Mu-
seum in Fairbanks for almost 20 years, from
1969 until the late 1980’s. Throughout her 50
plus years in Alaska, Mrs. Whitney traveled
extensively in rural Alaska gaining a deep un-
derstanding and appreciation of Native peo-
ples and cultures. Her museum and collection
shows intimate knowledge of Native Alaskan
prehistory, history, and the importance of the
Native contribution to Alaskan society.

Mrs. Whitney has provided a legacy for all
Alaskans and for all Americans. Maxine Whit-
ney recently donated this world-renowned col-
lection to Prince William Sound Community
College in Valdez, Alaska, part of the Univer-
sity of Alaska system. The collection is known
as the Jesse & Maxine Whitney Collection and
is the nucleus of the Prince William Sound
Community College—Alaska Cultural Center.
This multi-million dollar donation will provide
opportunities for people to learn about past
and present Native Alaskan cultures and the
natural history of Alaska. In donating the Whit-
ney Collection, Mrs. Whitney has provided an
educational gem for all who visit and view the
collection.

This gift should be celebrated and Mrs.
Whitney commended for her extreme gen-
erosity to the State of Alaska and the USA.
Her legacy will enhance the knowledge and
appreciation of Native cultures across the
country. It is people like Maxine Whitney, pa-
trons of the arts and education, philan-
thropists, who enrich our lives with their pre-
cious gifts. Mrs. Whitney, thank you.
f

TRIBUTE TO BIRCHWOOD SCHOOL

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH
OF OHIO

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 15, 1999

Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
offer my sincerest congratulations to the stu-
dents of Birchwood School in Cleveland, OH
who won at the local and state levels of the
National History Day competition. These stu-
dents are now competing at the national level.

National History Day is a program for stu-
dents to study and learn about historical
issues, ideas, and events. It is a program that
allows students to academically excel and
gain intellectual growth throughout the year.
During the year students develop critical think-
ing and problem solving skills. The theme for
1999 is ‘‘Science, Technology, Invention in

History: Impact, Influence, Change.’’ After ana-
lyzing and interpreting their information on the
topic, the students then present their findings
in papers, exhibits, performances and media
presentations that are evaluated by historians
and educators.

The following 15 students placed in the top
two spots at the state competition and are par-
ticipating in the national competition this week.
They either worked individually or in groups:
Patrick Costilow, Henna Gn, Nancy Brubaker,
Jacob Stofan, Katie Tropp, Elyse Meena,
Grace Hsieh, Christy Kufahi, Joanna West,
Benjamin Wong, Samuel Chai, Imran Farooqi,
Paul Ibrahim, Joseph Grabo, Richard Yurko.

These students have dedicated a substan-
tial portion of their time on their projects. It
was an intense year for the students at Birch-
wood School, but their hard work and motiva-
tion have paid off. They placed at the top at
local and state awards and are now on their
way to winning the nationals.

I would like to express my congratulations to
the 15 students at Birchwood School for their
achievements at local and state level
competitons and I wish them luck in the na-
tional competition. Birchwood School should
be proud of the 15 students for their accom-
plishments. I urge my colleagues to join me in
congratulating all those involved for a job well
done.
f

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. NICK SMITH
OF MICHIGAN

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 15, 1999

Mr. SMITH of Michigan. Mr. Speaker, on
rolcall No. 204, my plane was delayed due to
bad weather. Had I been present, I would
have voted ‘‘yes.’’
f

JESUS C. TOVES, 1998 NCIS CIVIL-
IAN EMPLOYEE OF THE YEAR

HON. ROBERT A. UNDERWOOD
OF GUAM

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 15, 1999

Mr. UNDERWOOD. Mr. Speaker, I am
pleased to speak about a deserving individual
who has been named the Naval Criminal In-
vestigative Service’s 1998 Civilian Employee
of the Year. Over 40 Resident Agencies, fall-
ing under 13 NCIS field offices, nominate indi-
viduals who have distinguished themselves as
among the very best in their performance and
character as candidates for this annual award.
The headquarters here in Washington, DC,
makes the final selection. Therefore, it gives
me great pleasure to announce that this year’s
NCIS Civilian Employee of the Year, Jesus S.
Toves—a contemporary of mine and a former
high school classmate.

Jess, as he is better known, was born on
Guam on December 12, 1945. A product of
the island’s public school system, he is a
member of the John F. Kennedy High School
Class of 1965. After graduation, Jess enlisted
in the United States Air Force. His outstanding
performance while stationed at Okinawa, the
Philippines, Las Vegas, California, and Thai-
land, earned him various awards including the

Air Force Meritorious Service Medal, the Air
Force Commendation Medal, and the Air
Force Achievement Medal. After serving for
twenty-five years, he retired with the rank of
Master Sergeant.

In 1992, Jess joined the NCIS as an inves-
tigative assistant. His Air Force service proved
to be a great asset to him and the NCIS. Jess
exceeded all expectations and he became an
integral part of office operations. During a time
of high turnover within the Special Agents
Corps on Guam, Jess almost single-handedly
kept continuity in the office’s administrative
functions.

The Naval Criminal Investigative Service is
a worldwide Federal law enforcement organi-
zation composed of civilians charged to ‘‘pro-
tect and serve’’ the Navy and the Marine
Corps through a number of law enforcement
and counter intelligence services. The Agen-
cy’s Civilian of the Year Award is the highest
honor bestowed upon an NCIS employee who
is not a special agent. This is why this award
is so special and this is why I am very proud
of Jess.

I join his wife, Carmen, and his five daugh-
ters in applauding his accomplishments. Con-
gratulations, Jess Toves, for having been cho-
sen 1998 NCIS Civilian of the Year.
f

ROSA PARKS CONGRESSIONAL
GOLD MEDAL

HON. ALBERT RUSSELL WYNN
OF MARYLAND

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 15, 1999
Mr. WYNN. Mr. Speaker, I am proud and

honored to be a part of this effort to award the
Congressional Gold Medal to Ms. Rosa Parks.

Ms. Parks is a hero to the Nation because
of a simple act of defiance. She refused to
give up her bus seat in the ‘‘colored’’ section
to a white passenger after a long day at work
on December 1, 1955. At that time, seg-
regated institutions were accepted as the way
of life in Montgomery, AL, and throughout the
South. Yet, this day was different. The weary
Ms. Parks, on her way home from a depart-
ment store where she was employed as an
assistant tailor, decided that her rights as a
human being—in this case the right to rest her
tired feet—were the same as anybody else’s,
regardless of her color.

Ms. Parks probably did not consider her ac-
tions extraordinary. After being arrested and
then being released on bail, Rosa Parks
agreed to allow her attorney to use her case
as the focus for a struggle against the system
of segregation. In December of 1956—just 1
year later—the Supreme Court ruled the seg-
regation of buses in Montgomery, AL, unlaw-
ful. Through her single act of civil disobe-
dience, Rosa Parks triggered a monumental
movement in America for both civil and human
rights.

Because of her personal conviction, Rosa
Parks is a true hero, not a glamorized figure
on a pedestal that our society often promotes,
but just an ordinary citizen with extraordinary
courage. She serves as a living example to us
all that someone has to take a stand for what
is right, even if it means taking the risk of
being inconvenienced. I am particularly
pleased that we are honoring her, not post-
humously, but while she still can ‘‘smell her
roses.’’
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